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The Artventure Trust provides creative day centres for adults with learning difficulties. 

Founded in 1984, the charity was set up to allow vulnerable people to explore the visual arts 

in a safe and secure environment.  

We have two dedicated studios in the Guildford area; in 

the grounds of St Peter’s School in Merrow which is a 

purpose-built arts workshop, and in Gosden House 

School in Bramley. The workshops enable a wide range 

of creative activities, both 2D and 3D. A number of the 

staff and volunteers are practising artists who bring their 

knowledge, skill and experience to support participants. 

In some instances, carers will remain and become 

involved in the activities with the participants.  
Gosden House Studio  

Aims, Objectives, Activities and Achievements 

Aim and Objectives 

Artventure aims to alleviate the social exclusion and isolation suffered by adults with 

moderate to severe learning disabilities through the provision of supported visual arts 

workshops, delivered in a dedicated, secure and friendly studio environment by a team of 

experienced and caring volunteers and staff  

We achieve this aim through, 
 

• Encouraging creative expression by allowing each 

participant, regardless of their level of ability, the 

opportunity to work on their chosen projects, at their 

own pace, with whatever support they need. 
 

• Facilitating the development of personal and social 

skills and providing a safe environment in which 

involvement in the visual arts is instrumental in 

building participants’ self-confidence and self-reliance. 
 

• Enabling participants who may have limited verbal 

abilities channel their thoughts and emotions into a 

creative process. 
 

• Encouraging participants to value and share their 

achievements and hence to enhance their sense of 

self-worth. 
 

• Promoting public acceptance and understanding of learning disability and combat social 

exclusion through working in partnership with the local community, schools, other 

charities and faith organisations, art societies etc. and by presenting exhibitions of our 

participants’ artworks.  
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Activities and Achievements 

All of the visual arts are explored with our participants including painting, 

textiles, ceramics, sculpture, mixed media and photography. 

Experimentation with a wide spectrum of materials is encouraged to 

produce unusual and exciting works of art. Workshop sessions take 

place during school term-time.  

We also organise excursions, events and exhibitions for our 

participants. Exhibiting work in public venues increases their sense of 

personal pride. Our participants create work of real worth, some of 

which is actually sold. However, the true value lies in the enjoyment and 

satisfaction that derive from their time with us.  

A Year of New Connections 

2024-25 was a year when we built a lot of new connections, and deepened old ones, to 

make sure Artventure was better known in our wider community.  

o We collaborated with photographer Andy Newbold who helped us improve our 

marketing activities and press connections. He produced and directed a video 

documentary about Artventure which was very positively received 

o We joined the Surrey Cultural Partnership which works to connect cultural leaders, 

practitioners, and communities fostering 

collaboration and supporting initiatives that 

enhance cultural participation and wellbeing  

o We were nominated for the King’s Award for 

Voluntary Service.  

o We built new connections with local 

community exhibition spaces such the Art & 

Grind Café, and Gilly’s Yard Café.               Kings Award 

o  We organised excursions to RHS Wisley Garden and to 

Linden Allotment to get inspiration for our Allotment project 

which proved to be a great success. 

o  We participated in a number of Careers Fairs and Transition 

Days for local SEN schools and colleges.  

o  We held clay workshops for Pond Meadow School where 

students do not have an art department. It was a great use of 

our outdoor art space in the summer term. 

o We further deepened our connections to the two schools where our studios are 

located.  

▪ We offered a printmaking workshop for Gosden House Students and created a 

display at their GOSTFEST event.  

▪ We collaborated with a number of students from St Peter’s School – they 

became volunteers with us, spent their work experiences with us, and even 

organised an Easter Egg Hunt for our participants. Artventure was also invited to 



Artventure Trust Ltd. Annual Report & Financial Statement to Aug 2025.                              Page 4 

join the school’s End of Year Art Exhibition which received very positive 

feedback   

o We entered negotiations with  

▪ Charlie Cluff, Co-founder and Director of 

Guildford Festival of the Arts to discuss 

Artventure’s participation in the Festival. 

▪ Robyn McDonald of Forging Futures to 

plan projects for the following year. 

Forging Futures creates bespoke 

opportunities for young people to provide 

training and personal development,  

▪ Corporate sponsor Rowen & Wren leading to meaningful collaborations in the 

following year.  

o We continued to work closely this year, as well as in previous years, with important 

connections such as DAiSY, an umbrella organisation that promotes and celebrates 

the works of deaf, disabled and neurodiverse artists and disability arts organisations 

in Surrey, and Voluntary Action South-East Volunteer Centre. 

 

• 40th Anniversary Event and silent Auction 

In October 2024 we celebrated our 40th Anniversary in the service of our community with 

our participants, 

partners and staff at 

West Horsley Place 

with an exhibition, 

and a party. We 

launched our first 

ever Silent Auction, 

where we sold 14 

pieces donated by 

our participants.      40th Anniversary Group Picture at West Horsley Place 
 

The Anniversary event also resulted in several high-profile visits to the Artventure studio 

in the following months which included the Chair of Surrey County Council and the 

Chairman of Mole Valley Council. 

 
 

• Recognition of our services by the High Sheriff 

The High Sheriff, Shahid Azeem, chose a design by an Artventure artist for his 

Christmas card. He also recorded his Christmas 

message at the Artventure Studio and he met the artist 

who designed his card. The High Sheriff also donated a 

generous amount to support Artventure’s Christmas 

celebration with participants and volunteers.  

The incoming High Sheriff, Peter Cluff, visited our 

opening event of Surrey Artists’ Open Studios and we 

laid the foundation for a great relationship for the 

coming year.  
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• Glass Project 

We introduced a new art form to Artventure participants and started 

a collaboration with Caroline Small, a local glass artist who had 

significant experience working with adults with learning difficulties. 

We began with a tutoring workshop as our staff and volunteers 

needed to be fully ready to support the participants on a one-on-one 

basis while working with glass. The tutor workshop was followed by 

two very successful glass fusing workshops in October and August.  

Some of the glass panels created by the participants were turned 

into outdoor installations for our garden. 

 

 

• Exhibitions and Events 

During the year we were able to undertake a number of exhibitions which displayed the 

work of participants and raised the awareness of disability art in the local community. 

We also held events which raised the profile of the work of Artventure, and helped raise 

funds. These included: 

September  Portrait Exhibition at the Electric Theatre, 

Guildford 

October Participation in DAiSY’s ‘Layers’ 

Exhibition in Redhill  

 Pop up exhibition of the Silent Auction at 

West Horsley Place 

November We continued our collaboration with 

Art@the Station with an exhibition at 

Farncombe Station.              Water is Life exhibition 

River Wey Collection in the Hive at Park Barn    

January 2025 Inspirations Collection at The Electric Theatre 

February Exhibition at Cranleigh Arts – 40th Anniversary Collection 

February - March  Another exhibition at a railway station - Art@the Station – was 

held at Guildford Station Waiting Room on Platform 3. 

May As part of 80th VE day celebrations, artworks from some of the 

participants were on 

display at Guildford 

Cathedral.   

May – June Water is Life was a 

joint project with What 

Next? Climate 

Charity. The 

exhibition was at 

Godalming Museum 

and received good 

feedback; participants 

attended the private view.                         Open Studios exhibition 
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June Surrey Artists’ Open Studios at 

Artventure Studio drew a good number of 

visitors during the two weeks it was open. 

Artventure staff held repousse workshops 

for the local community on the Saturdays 

June to July Exhibition at The Art & Grind Café as part 

of Celebrating Learning Disability 

Awareness week. 

July St Peter’s School End of Year Art 

Exhibition 

July- August Exhibition at Cranleigh Arts Centre – Best of 2024-25 Collection 

 

Public Benefit 

We have taken into account the Charity Commission’s public benefit guidance. 

As can be seen, the overarching aim of Artventure 

is to support, enable and develop adults with 

learning difficulties. Through this, Artventure also 

has a positive impact on carers and parents, not 

only by working with the participants, but also 

providing much needed respite knowing 

participants are being well looked after.  

Further community benefit arises through our 

promotion of public acceptance and understanding 

of learning disability and combating social 

exclusion through working in partnership with the local community, schools, other charities 

and faith organisations, art societies etc; there are examples in this Report.   

Structure, Governance and Management  

Governing Document 

Artventure Trust is registered as a company limited by guarantee (Company No. 5349857) 

and with the Charities Commission (Registration No. 

1109302). In accordance with the Companies Act 1985, the 

charity agreed its revised Memorandum and Articles of 

Association dated 8 July 2025. This document replaced the 

former Memorandum of Association and Articles of 

Association drawn up in 2005 and combined these previous 

two documents into one; it also updated the governing 

document in terms of language and legislation. 

Trustees 

Artventure is governed by a Board of Trustees who bring a 

wide variety of experience and skills relevant to the Charity’s 

aim and objectives, and the Board endeavours to maintain this 

appropriate mix of experience and skills for the effective 

management of the charity. 
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Potential new trustees are required to meet the charity’s prescribed standards of 

commitment and independence, and are made aware of the role and responsibility of acting 

as a Trustee.  

The Board has the power at any time to appoint any person to be a trustee. The Articles of 

Association do not limit the number of trustees. The trustees are also members of the 

charitable company. Conditions of membership are defined in the Memorandum and Articles 

of Association. 

The trustees of the charity are also directors for the purpose of company law.  

Trustees at the time of this Report (August 2025) were: 

• Robert Muir (Chairperson) 

• Caroline Breckell 

• Paul Charlesworth 

• Sue Cundell 

• Chris Dubois 

• Alastair Gourlay 

• Anne North 

• Philip Trumble 

Staff 

Paid Staff:  

• The Manager oversees the day-to-day running of the Trust, manages staff and 

volunteers, and is responsible to the Trustees on all matters. The Manager is a co-opted 

member of the board of Trustees. 
 

• The Deputy Manager, who reports to the Manager, has responsibility for the safety and 

maintenance of the building, and acts as Day Manager when the Manager is not present.  
 

• The Assistant Manager reports to the Manager and has responsibility to support the Manager 

and Deputy Manager in maintaining the Artventure studio and facilities in good working order, 

liaising with the Deputy Manager to avoid duplication, and acting as Day Manager when 

neither the Manager nor the Deputy Manager are present. 

• Artworkers are contractors who lead on arts projects, and work with participants to find 

out what they would like to do, and 

where appropriate making suggestions 

on how they can develop. They report 

to the Manager.  

Volunteers work with individual 

participants to support them in their art 

activities, reporting to the Manager. 

Volunteers are essential to delivery of 

our programmes and services that 

otherwise might be impossible – they, 

with staff, help Artventure thrive. 
 

Visit to Wisley 
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Finances 

Artventure Operations 

The number of weekly Artventure sessions grew from 53 in September 2024 to 58.5 in July 

2025.  

We extended our service at Gosden House School adding an additional day from April 2025.  

Our focus on connections and collaborations helped bring in funds as detailed in the 

accounts in the Appendix. These included 

• Big Give match funding Campaign where we raised over £7000 for Artventure.  

• £2500 from Claremont and Oxshott Arts Society towards the Glass Project 

• £1000 donation from The High Sheriff towards Christmas Celebrations, particularly 

as a thank you to staff and volunteers 

• £500 donation from the Chair of Surrey County Council  

• £300 donation from The Guildford Loins 

 

Community Asset Transfer 

With the encouragement of the Surrey County Council Chair, the 

charity has applied for its Art Centre in Merrow to be designated 

as a Community Asset. The aim is to achieve a long lease (or 

ownership) of the land on which the Arts Centre is located at a 

‘peppercorn’ rent. 

Success would secure the future of the charity at its current 

location, and allow future, long term plans for the arts centre to be 

developed and implemented 

Statement of Financial Activities (including Income and Expenditure Account) 

The independently reviewed accounts for the year to 31 August 2025 is in the attached 

Appendix. Artventure remains in a strong financial position. 

Compared with 2024, income fell, but this was mainly due to income from substantial grants 

primarily for renovating the arts studio roof in Merrow. 

Client income increased compared with 2024, by over £18,000, leading to a small profit 

ahead of budget of £1400. 

Cash at bank fell by some £20,000 compared with 2024 and £7,000 compared with 2023. 

This was entirely due to restricted funds in 

2024 allocated to projects such as the roof 

renovation and the investment in the roof 

renovation from Artventure’s reserves.  

Funding 

Funding is mainly through fees charged to 

participants. Most fees usually derive 

directly or indirectly from Local Authorities. 

Other fees are paid directly by 

carers/parents. This amounts to 

approximately 75-80% of our funding. 
                         Allotment visit 
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Other monies are through grants from trusts and other organisations, events, community and 

corporate fundraising, and donations.  

Reserves Policy  

In line with Charity Commission guidelines, the term "Reserves" is used to describe that part 

of Artventure Trust’s income funds that is freely available for its operating purposes and not 

subject to commitments, planned expenditure and spending limits.  Reserves do not include 

endowment funds, restricted funds and designated funds. 

The Trustees have assessed the risks associated with a significant reduction in income. To 

ensure that the charity is able to continue to deliver its services while action is taken to 

address any shortfalls, it is felt appropriate that funds equivalent to six months operating 

costs are held in reserve so as to meet our obligations. 

The level of reserves is disclosed in the Financial Statement. 
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APPENDIX: FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
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